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Abstract

IN THE BIE PROVINCE

Angola belongs to the countries with a very high rate of prevaderce of undemourished population (FAO, 1999). The study
asesesa foodaccesdiility of randomly selededrespond@ts in Kuito and conmunitiesneabyin the Bie Province Various
reasons cortributing to the current situation related to accessto food and the rate of influence of food inaccesdiility on
peoples life quality are discused. The majority of surveyed housédnolds are ergaged in agricultural activities. More than
half of the housénoldscovertheir food consumption needs from own production, which cannot offer well-bdanced det and

makepeoplemore vulnerable.
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INTRODUCTION

Food problemis one of many consequences b the
long-lastirg war. Regicns mog affeded by long and

heavy fights together with the enamous forced
migration o population and troops © soldiers
are slowly reauperating from economic and social

destructim. Agriculture has leen deefy influenced
by the war consequencesCasudies, disaility, loss of

schooling, savings, livestack, seedand toadls have lead
to the current unsatisfactory situation of agiculture.

Even though the climate is generally favoureble for

crop cultivation the soils tend to be of low fertility.

Agriculture in the Bie Provinceis still dependermon the
external assisénce especially in terms of knowledge

skills and agiiculturalinputs sypply. 70% of population

(MINADER, 2006)is involvedin agticulture or related

adivities. Food inseaurity, a low level of health care,

HIV/AIDS prevalenceand limited agicultural pos-
sibilitiesincrease peoples vulnerallity.

Food accessillity is only oneasped of thefood security.

Food seaurity existswhen all people, at all times, have
physical, social and ecanomic acces to sufficient, safe
and nutritiousfood to meetheir diefary needsand food

preferencesfor an adive and healthy life. Household
food seaurity is then the application of this concep at

the family level, with individuals within househdds
at the focus of concen. Physical unavailability of

food, populatioris lack of social or ecanomic acces to
adealate food and inadeajate food utilization form the
framework of food inseaurity (FIVIMS).

Objective

The oljective o this study consists in an assesnert
of food accessibity of randonly selected respanderts
in Kuito and communties nearby in the Bie Province
Accessiliity of basicfood iterns, preferencesin food
consumption and rate of influence 6inaccessibity of
somefood itens on population were studied Resuts

could serve as a source in decision makirg process
related to future agticultural adivities.

MATERIAL AND METH ODS

Thesuwey processcontains of following parts:

1. analysisof secondary daa

2. training in using metods of Rapid Rural Appraisal
and paticipatory methods to cadlect and undestand
information from the selectedtarget group

3. fieldwork in different areas. Data cdlection and
dired analysis within the whole team. The fieldwak
wasexeaitedin June—Decenber 2006. To gather infor-
mation there were usedthe following toals: focus group
discussion on agicultural production, individual
household visits and interviews and structured
and semi-strudured questinnaires. As the suwvey
languageswere used Poiugueg and Umbundu

4. analysis—final aganization of callected daa, writing

summaies, discussians at the regular meetirgs.

The study was covered by Centro de Educac@oAgrario
da Provincia do Bié (CEAB)/Ceter of Agricultural
Eduation in the Bie Province estdlished within the
Czet Developmert Cooperatian.

The survey sample is formed ty 100 respanderts.
55% (55) of respanderts live in a city (Kuito) or in
its sulurb, 45% (45) then in countryside areas. It
can be stted that in the survey sample, the urban
and sulurban population is represenied balancedin
relation with the total amount of Angolan population
living in urban area (53%) (World Bank, 2005).
Kuito is a capital of the Bie province The estimgd
population of Kuito munici-pality counts appro-
ximately 500000. The egimation of city population
is nat known.
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RESULTSAND DISCUS3ON

Household characterization

Angolans belong to a callectivist society (Hofstede

1991). The consistency of larger family is their naure

but also a needcoming from the local conditions. Only

3.3% of respandertslivealone. In contrary, the absolute
mgority of respanderts shae a householdwith more
family menbels. 22.4%of respanderts sttedthat their
households sharfive family menbels, 19% shae a
householdwith six more people (7 family menbers)
and 13.8%with five more people (6 family menbers).

29.3%thenlive with more than sevenfamily menbers
in a household The remaining respanderts (15.5%)
form families of four or lessmenbers.

The typical respandert is more likely a town-dweller

living in ahousehold bfive menbers.

Foodproduction

A mgority of Angolan population is diredly linked
with agicultural adivities. One of the sedions of the
survey wasfocused on the gathering information about
respanderts relaion to land tenure and their runnirg
adivities relaed to land. 28.8% o the responderts
consider themrselves as the farmers working on their

own land, 8.5% o the responderts represen the

farmers working on land of someane else. 75% of the
responderts did not provide sufficiert information
about this probleméic. As a possilde exdanation could
be regaded the fact that land property relaions have
not beenclearly deeminedso far.

Even though more than a half of suwveyed sample
repreert urban population, 81% of the responderts
stated that they have cultivated various crgp plants
or paticipate in food production in other way. Only

19% of the respanderts are not ergagel in agricultural
adivities. These results indicde that low-income
househdds solve problematicof food suypply with their
own production.

71.4%from the 19% of the responderts which are not
ergagel in agicultural adivities admited that at least
one menber d their household p#icipaesin food
production through agiiculture. Theseresults support

asignificance ¢ agiculture for livelihood straegies of

localhousehdds.

The most commanly cultivated crops are maize
and beans cultivated in a consortium (98% of the
responderts) and cassva. Other crops and their
cultivation by the respanderts are givenin aFigure 1.
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Fig. 1: Percertage expressiao of cultivation of various
crops

Themainidertifi edpurpose of suga canecultivationa
distilled bewereage production (caxi). Caxi production
belongs to the significant income generdion
adivitiesat a householdevel. Onthe otherhand caxi
production highly contributes to the overall problem
of alcahalism.

Livestock production is rare. 11.2% of the res-
ponderts keep poultry and only 2% keep goats and

pigs. Beef cdtle are scarce and only usedfor animal
traction.

Managemer of food products

The term of food product involves freshfood as well
as processe food products (dried products, flour,
beverags).25% of the respanderts keep the complete
aglicultural productsfor their own consumption while

34.1% of the respanderts sell smaller pat of their
products and higger keep for thenselves. A half o
productsis kept by 36.4%of the responderts. None of
the respanderts sells acomplete production.
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At thelocalmarkets55%of theresponderissell ahigher
amount of their food products, 30.8%smalleramount
of their food productsand 17.5%do not sell there.
Selling the higheramount of their productsto retailer
is used lp 17.9% of the respandents, 30.8% of the
respanderts sell in this way smalleramount o their
production and 51.3% of the responderts do not use
this way.

Exchange of own products with the neighborhood
is selected ly 53.8% of the responderts for smaller
amount of their production. Exchange of smaller
amount of own productswith othervendas at markets
is pradiced by 41% of the responderts.

Lessaccessibkand not accessibéfood

The following list presens sud basicfood which the

respanderts considerfor whatever cause aslessacces-
sible or not accessile a all. The mog frequert food

itenms belonging to this group are asfollows: ail, suga,

salt, eggs,mest, rice, wheat, vegetables.

The rea®ns of this inaccessiblity and rate of influence
on peoples life quality accading to the respanderis
are shownin Figure 2. The respanderts iderifi ed the
following rea®mns of inaccessillity o selected food

iterns:

1) these fooditemsare too expens/e

Food is reldively expersive in the Bie Province and
hence people opt for suc food items which male
them feel full. The preferencesof food choice relaed
to nutritive contert were not reported Basic awarenes
of food seaurity andfood safety as well as information
about food and health interadion is still insufficient,

esecially in isolated rural areas. Meat belongs to the
group of the mostexpersivefood itens. Itsinsufficiengy
at themarletsis caused ly very alow or absent livestock
production as a consequence 6 the long-lasting war.
More than half of the responderts admitedavery high
influencerate of food price on their quality of life.

2) these food itemsare not at markets in a sufficient

amount

Insufficiert amount of the food itens listed above
is mainly caused ly still “emergercy” approad to
agiicultural systens even if it was recognized that
transition from emegency to developmert process
shouldhave beeninitiatedearlier (Whiteside2005).L ow
crop diversity, lack of seedsof good quality, low level of
aglicultural knowledge lack of todls represert only the
modg obvious causes of the currert situation. Despte
the high agicultural potential of the Bie Province

only few cropsare cultivated Wheat and rice as most
demanded ly the responderts are still missing on the
fields. Recogniion of this situation by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Developmert of Angola, a call
for rehabilitation of wheat and rice cultivation and their
post-harvest processiig wasimplemerted among other
reconmendé&ons submitted at XXVIII Consultative
Council d MINADER in 2006.As the Figure 2 shavs
the respanderts percept the insufficiernt supply of the
givenfood itens assignificant.

3) to gain these food itemsis difficult due to a distance
of markets

Veryweaktransportinfragructureisthemainconstraint
to market goportunities. The poor conditions of the
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Fig. 2: Rate of influence of various
people’s life quality

reasons of food inasii#lity on

! Available on-linefrom:
www.minader.org/eventos/xxviiconselhoconsultivo(8Da
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roadand non-funaioning of the railway cause mog of

the high transition cods at markets.Accessto the main
roadsfrom isolated communty is a mgor problem.
Tertiary roads and farmers ability to buy hicycles
and ox-cats can be considered as limitation factors.
Distance of an urban marketis usually one or two dg/s
of walk which significantly increases vulnerallity of
walking women(assault, rape).

4) the respanderis cannat produce the food items by
thenselvesbecaise of lack of cultivatedland
According to the results shownin Figure 2, the
respanderts do not considerlack of cultivated land as
a significant constraint of food production. This fact
is in accadance with the results d the suwvey lead by
Norfolk (Norfolk, 2004)which reportedthat almostall
families had recognizedaccessand tenure over more
land than they were presertly able to cultivate. In mog
caseghis wasland, in additian to areas of fallow land
that had never been cleared or cultivated (ie, virgin
bushland).

5) the responderts cannot produce the food items by
themséves evenif theyhavealand theydo not know how
to produce them

Knowledge of good practicesof soil prepaation, crap
cultivation and crop rotation seemto be at averace level
amonyg the Bie population. Rural population knows the
basic pradices related to cultivation of maze, beans,
manica, peanuts, and potatoes. The knowledge of
cultivation and post-havest processitg of former cash
cropsascdfeeand sisal are kept only by elderpeople.
Transfer d agicultural infaomdion was interrupted
during the war period and its rehabilitation is in the
initial pha< fully suypported by MINADER or NGOs.
By interviewing the ruralyouth it wasreportedthat they
approve only very limited recogntion of knowledge of
the generdion of their paents.

Knowledge relaed to soil protedion and utilization
of organic residuesis very rare and seens to be asa
consequence bPatugueg agicultural pradicesin Bie.
In terms of knowledgeand skills realizing in livestock
production the situation is even worse. In the war
period livestack wasthe first part of agiculture hardly
damagd. Cdtle almog disgpeared from the Bie
province and nowadgs it suffers its rehabilitation only
with the sypport of MINADER and NGOs distribution
programmes.

Asit is ohvious from the Figure 2, lessthan 40% of the
respanderts assumehat with better knowledge they
could improve their acces to hardly accessite food
itens. On the other hand, more than 40% do not
assumeso.

6) the responderis cannot produc fooditemsthem-séves
becauseevenif they havea land and knowledgerelated to
cultivation they do not have accessto mechanics of good
quality

Thelevel of medanization of agiicultureis low manly

becaise of unavailability and high pricesof agricultural

machinesand its implemeris. Most d the agiicultural
operdions are practicedwithin hand-toadl technology,
only smallpat asdraught-animal techndogy.

7) the responderts cannot produe the food items
(especially crop and vegetable production) becauseof no
accesdo seedof good quality

Accessto seed d good quality is very low. Currertly
there run several programmes fo seed distribution
supported by MINADER and NGOs — CARE Interna-
tional and Africare. However, the results are not
very sdatisfadory since the main obstde is seenin a
low and not complex technical sypport, even in the
NGOs distribution programmes.Apart this, seed of
good quality at markets are beyond rural populations
financial means. In the mgority of case the peasnts
produce seedthenselves. In pradice it means putting
asideapart of the production; stareit to the nextsowing.
There are idenified two cucial factors influencirg
the yield of this seed First, seedis smaller with a low
germindive capacity and often damagd. Secondly,
during staragetime lossescan achieve evenmore than
50% of stored amount. The causes manly consist in
fungal, mould and pests attack.

CONCLUSION

The mgority of the suwveyed househdds are ergagel
in agicultural and relaed adivities. Variability of
food production is limited and do not ofer a well-
balanced diet to local population. A low accessiblity
or an inaccessibity of certain food iterns is above all
causedlow inputs in agriculture and limited market
oppor-tunities. As a consequenceinsecaure food sypply
situation do not only lower peoples life quality but in
addition it can cause the adgtion of risk behaviour
increasing so peoples overall vulneralility.

Thestudy wasrealizedwithin the bilateral developmert
project No 50/03-05/MSMT/B of the Czed Official
Developmen Cooperdion “Certre o Agricultural
Educdion in the Bie Province (Argola)” financed by
the Ministry of Educdion, Youth and Sports d the
Czed Republic.
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